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Baba Banda Singh Bahadur, the great saint-soldier has been described as a lion in Rabindra Nath 

Tagore's poem, "Banda Bir". Tagore depicts him as a hero who was captured and caged by the cruel 

Mughals in 1715. Before his capture, he annihilated many of the mighty Mughals in the Punjab as 

well as laid the foundation of Sikh rule in the land of five rivers.  

This eminent Sikh leader and fearless general was born as Lachman Das to a Rajput family in Rajouri 

(Jammu) on 16h October 1670. During his childhood, he developed a keen interest in archery, horse-

riding, hunting, wrestling and agriculture. One day, he hunted a pregnant doe that delivered two 

cubs which died in agony. Being deeply appalled by this incriminating incident, he started to 

contemplate upon life and death, and ultimately left his home to find the answers to these issues. 

For twenty-two years, he followed different paths of an ascetic, a monk and a tantric (possessor of 

occult powers). Eventually, he established his monastery as Madho Das, the tantric in Nanded, 

where he became famous while practising his occult powers.  

In 1708, Guru Gobind Singh Ji visited Madho Das' monastery. Madho Das tried to impress Guru Ji 

by displaying his magical powers in vain. When he realised his folly, he was initiated as Khalsa by 

Guru Ji and renamed Banda Singh. Then Guru Ji appointed him commander of the Khalsa army 

and instructed him to annihilate the fanatical and oppressive Mughal rulers in the Punjab. 



 Baba Banda Singh Bahadur defeated several cruel Mughal leaders, and established Khalsa rule for 

the first time in 1710 after killing Wazir Khan, the governor of Sirhind. The latter had betrayed Guru 

Gobind Singh Ji and bricked alive his two younger sons. Baba Ji's statesmanship throughout the 

period of his struggle against the barbaric Mughals and his sound instructions to fight and eradicate 

only those in power and who discriminated against the non-muslims, and not to harm or harass 

innocent persons whatever their faith raised his status and attracted many followers. 

He initiated a new Sikh calendar and appointed valiant commanders of the Khalsa army 

administrators of various towns. He raised the status of the downtrodden by conferring proprietary 

rights to the peasants and practising the Sikh teachings of equality for all and respect for the 

religious beliefs and practices of others. He abolished feudalism, minted a coin inscribed with the 

names of Guru Nanak Sahib and Guru Gobind Singh Sahib as well as made a seal of his rule in their 

names. He also refurbished the Lohgarh fort near Ponta Sahib, making it his capital by unfurling 

the Khalsa flag. Being a farsighted leader, he tried to forge a Sikh-Rajput alliance against the 

Mughals. 

In the following five years, Baba Banda Singh Bahadur and his Khalsa army pursued their struggle 

against the tyrannical Mughal rulers by strategising warfare techniques and employing innovative 

methods to combat the Mughals. In early 1715 the Mughal forces besieged the Gurdas Nangal 

fortress in Gurdaspur to capture Baba Banda Singh Bahadur. The siege continued till December 

1715 when the Mughals captured Baba Banda Singh Bahadur and his companions, who had been 

surviving without food and fighting without proper armaments as well as without ammunition. 

Approximately seven hundred and eighty Sikhs, including Baba Banda Singh Bahadur, were taken 

prisoners to Delhi. Baba Banda Singh Bahadur and his commanders were imprisoned in Tripolia 

while the other Sikhs were detained in Kotwali Police Station near Tripolia.  

The Mughal officials gave the captives two options: convert to Islam or die. All of them chose to die. 

Their executions started on 5th March 1716. Every day a hundred Sikhs were slaughtered publically, 

with none of them forsaking their faith. While the Mughals tried to find the Khalsa's treasure, they 

delayed the execution of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur and his commanders. Finally, they were 

executed on 9th June 1716. An executioner ordered Baba Banda Singh Bahadur to kill his son. Baba 

Banda Singh Bahadur refused to carry out the order. He emphasised, "I will never kill him even if 

he is your son." Consequently, the executioner stabbed Baba Banda Singh Bahadur's son with a 

dagger, pulled out his heart and plunged it into Baba Banda Singh Bahadur's mouth. Then he was 

tortured to death brutally. The executioner gouged his eyes, cut his limbs, dug his flesh with heated 

pincers and chopped his body into pieces. Thus, Baba Banda Singh Bahadur suffered a merciless 

death, but he remained in high spirits by being calm and uttering, "Waheguru, Waheguru, 

Waheguru" on the journey to his eternal abode. 

He was a committed and dedicated Sikh commander of Guru Gobind Singh Ji who sacrificed 

himself, and his son like Guru Ji’s sacrifices. His struggle against injustice and tyranny infused a 

spirit of freedom against the persecutors and cruel rulers. Sikhs remember Baba Banda Singh 

Bahadur in their daily Ardas (supplication).  


