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SHAHADAT (MARTYRDOM) 
 

Definition 

Shahadat (Martyrdom) is an Arabic word which means witness of truth. Shahid is the 

one who is ready to sacrifice one’s life even if one is having the option to save one’s 

life. Although Guru Tegh Bhadur ji had an option to choose life with fortune, he chose 

death to save another religion and humanity.  So, we call Guru Tegh Bhadur Ji 

“Shaheed” (Martyr).  

ਮਰਣੁ ਮੁਣਸਾ ਸੂਰਰਆ ਹਕੁ ਹੈ ਜੋ ਹੋਇ ਮਰਰਿ ਪਰਵਾਣੋ ॥ 

The death of brave heroes is blessed, if it is approved by God. (SGGSJ – 579, M:1) 

 

Guru Nanak’s message for disciples 

Guru Nanak ji taught that the path of religion and truth is such that once chosen to 

walk upon there is no way to return. So, take the ego out of the mind, and then come 

to me.  

 

ਜਉ ਤਉ ਪਰੇਮ ਖੇਲਣ ਕਾ ਚਾਉ ॥  ਰਸਰੁ ਧਰਰ ਤਲੀ ਗਲੀ ਮੇਰੀ ਆਉ ॥ 

ਇਤੁ ਮਾਰਰਗ ਪੈਰੁ ਧਰੀਜੈ ॥ ਰਸਰੁ ਦੀਜੈ ਕਾਰਣ ਿ ਕੀਜੈ ॥੨੦॥ 

If you desire to play this game of love with Me, then step into My path with your 

head in the hand. When you place your feet on this Path, give Me your head, and do 

not pay any attention to public opinion. 

(SGGSJ ANG- 1412, M:1) 

 

Shaheed Accepts God’s will 

The state of the martyr’s inner being is formidable and he must have been very strong. 

A weak-hearted person cannot be a martyr. No matter how many tyrannical acts the 

bloodthirsty person performs, still the martyr says, “Thanks, Shukrana and Prayer.” 

 

ਤੇਰਾ ਕੀਆ ਮੀਠਾ ਲਾਗੈ ॥ ਹਰਰ ਿਾਮੁ ਪਦਾਰਥੁ ਿਾਿਕੁ ਮਾਾਂਗੈ॥ 

Your actions seem very sweet to me. Nanak begs for the treasure of the Naam, the 

Name of the Lord. (SGGSJ ANG – 394, M:5) 

 

Therefore, the Shaheed is always in the same state of happiness, no matter what is 

happening to his body. This is the smile we see on Guru Tegh Bhadur ji’s face as well 

as on those of his grandsons, Sahibjada Jorawar Singh and Sahibzada Fateh Singh ji. 

 



ਤੈਸਾ ਹਰਖੁ ਤੈਸਾ ਉਸੁ ਸੋਗੁ ॥ ਸਦਾ ਅਿੰਦ ੁਤਹ ਿਹੀ ਰਿਓਗੁ ॥ 

As is joy, so is sorrow to him. He is in eternal bliss, and is not separated from God. 

(SGGSJ ANG- 275, M:5) 

 

Conclusion.  

Whenever someone is martyred for the protection of humanity, one remains alive. By 

agreeing to sacrifice oneself, an interesting incident happens that makes one eternal 

forever.  

 

ਗੁਰ ਪਰਸਾਦੀ ਜੀਵਤੁ ਮਰੈ ਹੁਕਮੈ ਿੂਝ ੈਸੋਇ ॥ ਿਾਿਕ ਐਸੀ ਮਰਿੀ ਜੋ ਮਰੈ ਤਾ ਸਦ ਜੀਵਣੁ ਹੋਇ ॥੨॥ 

By Guru's grace, one who dies while yet alive, understands the Lord's will. O Nanak, 

one who dies such a death, lives forever. ||2|| (SGGSJ ANG- 555, M:3) 

 

In Sikh history, Guru Arjun Sahib Ji is the first exemplary martyred Guru who inspired 

the next generation to walk on the path of martyrdom. His sacrifice encouraged his 

successors to continue saving humanity, another religion and stand up to injustices. At 

all times, they followed the path of Almighty.  

—☬—  


