
MAHARAJA RANJIT SINGH 

 

Ranjit Singh, Sher-e-Punjab or “Lion of Punjab”, was a 

personality who was declared as the "Maharaja of 

Punjab" when he was 21 years old. He was a 

courageous soldier, strong leader, and a devout Sikh. 

Under his leadership and vision, the Sikh empire was 

established by uniting 12 disparate warring Misls 

(confederacies) into one state. Loss of one eye in 

infancy, and lack of education, did not deter him from 

becoming one of the greatest strategists of his time. 

Born in a Sikh family on 13 November 1780, he was 

adept in martial arts and public administration by the 

guidance and inspiration of his father, Maha Singh and 

grandfather, Charat Singh. At the early age of 10, he fearlessly accompanied his father to his first battle 

with the Afghans. At the age of 12, upon his father’s death, he succeeded the Sukerchakia Misl, where he 

won his first battle with Hashmat Khan. In the absence of his father, his mother, Raj Kaur administered 

the estates and groomed him well in the Sikh tradition and culture. 

His vision of uniting 12 different Sikh princely states (Misls), which were scattered and had differences at 

the time, played a major role in the establishment of the Sikh empire in the early 1800s. His marriage with 

Mehtab Kaur, princess of Kanhaiya Misl, helped unite both the Misls and expanded his kingdom. The 

previous animosity between Sukerchakia Misl and Kanhaiya Misl that was caused by the murder of 

Mehtab Kaur’s father by Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s father was also eliminated with the new ties. He also 

married Datar Kaur of Nakai Misl to further extend his empire. Additionally, he developed a friendly 

relationship with Ahluwalia Misl that had substantial army personnel with the strongest control in the 

area. With the inclusion of skillful Hindus, Muslim, and European warriors and generals in his army, he 

was considered a secular leader.  However, Britishers were not included in the army as they were believed 

to be untrustworthy. He formed a strong army of brave leaders and knights. His strongest army general, 

Hari Singh Nalwa, once killed a lion by grabbing it from its jaw. Robber (Daaku) Sunder Singh also became 

a general in Maharaja’s army.  Maharaja Ranjit Singh fought 49 battles in his entire life, resulting in Sikh 

territory stretching from Kashmir to Khyber Pass in Afghanistan. He was crowned as Maharaja in 1801, at 

an early age of 20. 

With over 70% Muslims, 24% Hindus, and 6% Sikhs, he formed one of the nation’s most diverse empire 

with several gurdwaras, Hindu temples, and mosques. His dedication and respect towards Sikh religion 

and places of Sikh worship are witnessed by the gold and marble work of the iconic Golden Temple in 

Amritsar, which was completed by his patronage. While sitting on his throne, he would ensure that his 

back never turned towards the Golden Temple. Maharaja Ranjit Singh gifted one of the most expensive 

ceiling drapes with diamonds (Chandani) to be used in the Golden Temple, which was presented by the 



Nawab of Hyderabad on his birthday. To ensure proper care, he took charge of the Golden Temple 

management from Bhangi Misl.  

Maharaja Ranjit Singh possessed the Kohinoor diamond, one of the largest cut diamonds in the world 

weighing 105.6 carats. Unfortunately, after the death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh on June 27, 1839, in Lahore, 

the British government missed no chance to invade his territory and confiscate the diamond. Currently, it 

forms part of the British Crown Jewels. He was succeeded by his son, Duleep Singh, who was subsequently 

deposed by the British and subsequently exiled to Britain, was 15 years old. Consequently, he was 

removed from the Sikh heritage and empire which once had been his to rule. 

In 2003, a 22-feet tall bronze statue of Maharaja Ranjit Singh was installed in the Parliament of India in 

his honour. His statues were not only installed in various parts of India, but also in Pakistan and a French 

town called St. Tropez. Hence, he is revered worldwide. 
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