
                                                

FORMATION OF KHALSA” 
 

Vaisakhi is celebrated by Sikhs, especially by the farmers.  It marks the first day of the month 

of Vaisakh, which is usually celebrated on 13th or 14th April every year.  

Guru Gobind Singh’s presence at Anandpur sahib was a big attraction on Vaisakhi in 1699, for 

the sangat, resulting in countless devotees thronging the Gurdwara. On this auspicious 

occasion, Guru Gobind Singh promulgated the formation of Khalsa. The meaning of Khalsa is 

pure as explained by Bhai Vir Singh in Sri Guru Granth Kosh and by Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha, 

the author of Mahan Kosh. This word, which has been used by Bhagat Kabir, also appears In 

the Guru Granth Sahib. 

ਕਹੁ ਕਬੀਰ ਜਨ ਭਏ ਖਾਲਸੇ ਪ੍ਰੇਮ ਭਗਤਿ ਤਜਹ ਜਾਨੀ ॥ 

Kaho Kabīr jan bẖa▫e kẖālse parem bẖagaṯ jih jānī. || 

Says Kabeer, those humble people become pure - they become Khalsa - who know the 

Lord's loving devotional worship. || 

Guru Gobind Singh organised a big meeting at Kesgarh Sahib in the city of Anandpur Sahib. 

When all the devotees were expecting to hear words of comfort and consolation from Guru Ji, 

they were shocked to see him brandishing a sword in his hand and asking, “Is there anyone 

here who would like to sacrifice his life?” There was a complete silence, so the Guru went on 

repeating his demand. Finally, at the third call Daya Ram rose and offered himself. After that 

four other volunteers: Dharam Das, Mohkan Chand, Himmat Rai and Sahib Chand also agreed 

to sacrifice their lives.  

They were baptised by the Guru who made them partook Amrit which was also sprinkled on 

them Amrit is the Sikh word for holy water. As a result, they became known as Panj Piare or 

the 'Beloved Five'. Simultaneously, they became the pioneer members of the Khalsa. Guru 

Gobind Singh became the father of Khalsa and his wife Mata Sahib Kaur, who put Patase (Sugar 

crystals) into the Amrit, became the mother of Khalsa. 

ਖਾਲਸਾ ਮੇਰੋ ਰੂਪ੍ ਹੈ ਖਾਸ ॥ ਖਾਲਸੇ ਮਤਹ ਹੌ ਕਰੌ ਤਨਵਾਸ ॥ 

Khalsa mero rup hai khas. Khalse mein hao kro niwaas. 

Khalsa is my special form. I live in Khalsa. 

At the gathering of 1699, Guru Gobind Singh introduced the Khalsa Vani - "Waheguru ji ka 

Khalsa, Waheguru ji ki Fateh". He added the title 'Singh', meaning lion and Kaur meaning 

princess to the names of all Sikhs. He also devised the principles of Khalsa, the Five Ks which 

are uncut hair, wooden comb, iron bracelet, knee-length shorts, and sword to defend oneself 

and the poor, the weak and the oppressed from all religions, castes, and creeds.  

He also gave his followers five baanis to recite the Name of the Lord. Guru Ji’s aim was to 

inculcate purity internally and externally. There were also other manifestations which are 

overlooked. Amrit (Pahul), Gur Fateh, Khalsa’s birthplace, Gur Panth beloved word Pyare 

appeared.  

—☬— 

GURBANI SERIES 

 


