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Bhai Jaita/Jiwan Singh 

(An Unsung hero of Sikh history) 
 

Bhai Jaita born was on 13th December,1649 to Premo and father Sada Nand. He was 

raised by his parents to become a brave and compassionate personality. Ultimately, he 

was awarded “Ranghareta Guru Ka Beta”; which means Guru’s own son. In December 

1665, Guru Tegh Bahadur set out on his third missionary journey, accompanied by Bhai 

Sada Nand Ji's family to the eastern parts of Assam to spread Sikhism and teach people 

about humanity.  

 
In 1675, the ruler of India started torturing people to convert them another religion. 

He ordered to his soldiers to beat, harass, and kill people to convert them to his 

religion. Therefore, priests led by Kirpa Das approached Guru Ji on 25 May,1675 at 

Anandpur Sahib with a petition to save their religion. On hearing the hair-raising story 

of the pandit, Gobind Rai Ji suggested that Guru Tegh Bhadur offer himself as martyr 

for the protection of another religion. Guru Teg Bhadur ji and three other Sikhs 

comprising Bhai Sati Das, Bhai Mati Das and Bhai Dayala ji were also martyred at that 

time. 

 
Early in the morning on 11 November,1675. Guru Ji, while in a trance under a tree, was 

martyred with a sword by the executioner in pursuance of the verdict pronounced by 

the religious head. The head of Bhai Sada Nand Ji was severed by Bhai Jaita Ji so that 

his trunk and head could be exchanged with that of Guru Ji. Therefore, we can conclude 

that Bhai Jaita Ji carried two heads with him. One was that of Guru Tegh Bhadur ji, and 

the other was his own. Hence, if he was caught by the government officials carrying 

the head of Guru Tegh Bhadur Ji, Bhai Jaita ji would have been beheaded because the 

government had announced the death sentence for anybody trying to carry away the 

head and trunk of Guru Ji. Bhai Jaita had risked his life to recover and return the severed 

head of Guru Tegh Bahadur to Gobind Rai for cremation. He was an intelligent person 

who reached Sri Anandpur Sahib from Delhi by navigating through forests spanning 

over 300kms and following directions from the stars and the moon.  

 

Consequently, Guru Gobind Singh ji bestowed upon him the special honour of 

"Ranghareta Guru Ka Beta"; which means “the young man of the Ranghar caste is the 

Guru's own son.” In Chandni chowk; the place where Guru Tegh Bhadur ji was martyred, 

there is a historical Gurdwara named “Sis Ganj '' which means “Head becomes a 

Treasure ''. Guru Gobind Singh cremated Guru Tagh Bhadur ji’s head in Anandpur 



Sahib. At the location of cremation, there is a historical Gurdwara named “Gurdwara 

Sis Ganj”. Bhai Lakhi Shah Wanjara, a businessman, was able to secure and cremate the 

Guru's body by burning his own home. He did this to conceal the cremation process. 

The burnt house is now known as Gurdwara Sri Raqab Ganj, which is located in Delhi. 

 

On 1699 Vaisakhi, Bhai Jaita Ji took Amrit and became Bhai Jiwan Singh. He 

participated in several battles of Guru Gobind Singh ji such as The Battle of Bhangani, 

The Battle of Nadaun and The Battles of Anandpur Sahib. Then ruler stated that if Guru 

Gobind Singh ji left the fort of Anandpur Sahib then there would be no battles in the 

future. But when Guru ji left the fort and reached Sirsa River, the ruler broke his promise 

by striking again. While fighting at Sirsa, Sahibzada Ajit Singh, the eldest son of Guru 

Gobind Singh, was surrounded by mughal forces. Then Baba Jiwan Singh armed with 

two swords in both his hands, rode his horse with the reins in his mouth to kill many 

of the enemies, and succeeded in saving Sahibzada Ajit Singh from the encirclement 

of the enemies. 

 
Finally, Baba Jiwan Singh Ji was martyred in Chamkaur Sahib on 23rd December,1704 

which is in keeping with what Guru Ji had said, “Sawa Lakh Se Ek Lraaun”. A Sikh can 

take on 125000 opponents. Bhai Jiwan Singh ji did what guru ji had declared. When all 

the Sikhs were martyred; including Guru Gobind Singh’s two sons, he was the only 

survivor in the Ghari. He was not afraid to escape, instead of fighting till his very last 

breath and thus becoming a martyr. Baba Jiwan Singh Ji was not only a great fighter, 

but he was also an excellent poet. His work “Sri Gur Katha” made a great contribution 

to Sikhism. His book contains a first-hand account of his battles and his father’s 

ultimate sacrifice of his life, which made Baba Jiwan Singh Ji an unsung hero of Sikh 

History.  
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