
 

 

To commemorate the Shaheedi Divas of Guru Arjan Sahib Ji this month, we bring to you a brief 

history of the life of Guru Arjan Sahib and his contributions to the development of Sikhism. 

Introduction  

Sri Guru Arjan Sahib is the 5th Guru in Sikhism. He is also known as Shanti de Punj (Mass of Peace), 

Baani de Bohith (Ship of Gurbani) and Shahidan de Sirtaaj (King of supreme sacrifice). He was the 

youngest son of Guru Ram Das Ji and Bibi Bhani Ji, the daughter of Guru Amar Das Ji. Guru Arjan Sahib 

was born on 15th April 1563 at Goindwal Sahib, Punjab.  

ਗੁਰੁ ਅਰਜੁਨੁ ਘਰਰ ਗੁਰ ਰਾਮਦਾਸ ਭਗਤ ਉਤਰਰ ਆਯਉ ॥੧॥ 

Gur arjun ghar gur Ramḏas bhagat utar aayaoo.  
In the House of Guru Ram Daas, the devotee of the Lord, Guru Arjun was born (SGGS Ji, Ang 1407) 
 
Founder of cities  

Drawing inspiration from the preceding Gurus, Guru Ji founded the cities of Kartarpur and Taran 

Taaran Sahib. To achieve this, and attract commercial enterprises and the people to live in these cities, 

Guru Ji built wells such as Cheharta and Gangsar, thereby overcoming water shortages in the areas.  

Over time, these cities developed into centres of learning and the dissemination of the teachings of 

Sikhism. 

 

The completion of Sri Harmandir Sahib as the spiritual seat of Sikhism 

One of the most significant contributions of Guru Arjan Sahib was the establishment of Darbar Sahib 

(Sri Harmandir Sahib) at Amritsar. Punjabi poet and scientist, Professor Puran Singh (1881 – 1931), 

wrote that reverence and devotion brought countless Sikhs, artisans and devotees to help construct 

Darbar Sahib through the concept of community self-help. Art historian, Percy Brown (1872-1955), 

states in his book Indian Architecture that the Harmandir Sahib is “an example of religious emotion 

materialized in marble, glass colour and metal”. Indeed, to be able to build such a magnificent and 

alluring building (that is well known all over the world today) in those times was a feat in itself. 

 

Baani Da Bohith (Ship of Gurbani) 

Yet another significant contribution of Guru Arjan Sahib was the editing, compiling and organisation 

of the hymns collected and composed by the Sikh Gurus till date. The sacred text, the Adi Granth, was 

compiled under Guru Ji’s effort and supervision. It comprised the baanis of the first 5 Gurus, 15 

bhagats and 11 bhatts in its 974 angs (pages). Guru Arjan Sahib, himself a prolific composer, 

contributed 2216 saloks and Shabads to the Adi Granth. The responsibility of scribing the text was 

given to Bhai Gurdas Ji. It took almost a span of 3 years, from 1601 to 1604, to complete the sacred 

text. Upon completion, the Adi Granth was installed in Darbar Sahib, Amritsar. Baba Buddha Ji, who 

was in service of the Sikh Gurus ever since his meeting with Guru Nanak Sahib in his youth, was made 

the first Head Granthi (“priest”) at Harmandir Sahib. He read the first Hukamnama which was as 

follows: 

 

ਸੰਤਾ ਕੇ ਕਾਰਰਜ ਆਰਿ ਖਲੋਇਆ ਹਰਰ ਕੰਮੁ ਕਰਾਵਰਿ ਆਇਆ ਰਾਮ ॥ 

Santa ke karaj ap khaloiaa har kamm karavan aaiaa raam. 

The Lord Himself has stood up to resolve the affairs of the Saints; He has come to complete their 

tasks. (SGGS Ji, Ang 783) 

GURU ARJAN SAHIB 



 

Max Arthur McAuliffe, British scholar, administrator and a translator of the Sri Guru Granth Sahib, 

states that Guru Sahib wrote the Guru Granth Sahib Ji to give equal status to all humanity.  

 

The importance and significance of compiling and organising the Adi Granth Sahib by Guru Arjan Sahib 

cannot be overstated – not only did the work bring together the Bani collected and composed by 

previous Gurus and enshrined Sikhi’s divine teachings, it’s almost contemporaneous compilation so 

soon after the foundation of Sikhism prevented any tampering of the sacred work. Except for the 

compositions of the 9th Guru, Teg Bahadur Ji, that were included later in the Granth Sahib by Guru 

Gobind Singh Ji, nothing more was included and no Bani can be removed without being detected due 

to its elaborate and unique numbering system employed in its compilation. 

Martyrdom 

Alongside the establishment of the seat of Sikhism at Harmandir Sahib and the installation of the Sikh 

Sacred text (Adi Granth Sahib), the number of Sikh devotees also increased over time. As such, so too 

was the popularity and influence of Guru Arjan Sahib Ji. This aroused the jealousy and apprehensions 

of the Muslim rulers of the time as well as of certain influential Hindus working for the Muslim 

administration. Guru Ji’s work in spreading Sikhism was therefore seen to be detrimental to Moghul 

rule in India. 

On 22nd May 1606, Guru Arjan Sahib Ji was arrested and brought before Emperor Jahangir. The 

Emperor gave Guru Sahib two options - either convert to Islam or be martyred. Guru Ji declined 

conversion and thus was made to sit in boiling water and then on a hot plate with hot sand poured 

over Guru Ji’s head. In these ways Guru Sahib Ji was tortured for five days. Despite the cruel torture 

inflicted on Guru Sahib, he remained calm and accepted Waheguru’s Will. On the 6th, day, the 30th of 

May 1606, Guruji attained martyrdom, with these words on his lips: 

ਸੇਵਕ ਕੀ ਓੜਰਕ ਰਨਬਹੀ ਿਰੀਰਤ ॥ ਜੀਵਤ ਸਾਰਹਬੁ ਸਰੇਵਓ ਅਿਨਾ ਚਲਤੇ ਰਾਰਖਓ ਚੀਰਤ ॥੧॥ ਰਹਾਉ ॥ 
Sevak ko orak nibhi preet. Jivat sahib sevioo apna chalte rakhio chit. ||1|| Rahao. 

The love which the Lord's servant feels for the Lord lasts forever. In my life, I served my Lord and Master, 

and as I depart, I keep Him enshrined in my consciousness. (SGGS Ji, Ang 1000) 

 

 


