
                                       

 

 

In conjunction with the commemoration of the Gurta-Gaddi Diwas of Guru Granth Sahib Ji, this 

month’s article focuses on the Sri Guru Granth Sahib as the Eternal Guru. 

ਬਾਣੀ ਗੁਰ ੂਗੁਰ ੂਹੈ ਬਾਣੀ ਵਿਵਿ ਬਾਣੀ ਅੰਵਰਿਤੁ ਸਾਰੇ ॥ 

Bani guru guru hai baṇi vich baṇi amrit sare. 

The Word, the Bani is Guru, and Guru is the Bani. Within the Bani, the Ambrosial Nectar is contained. 

(Guru Ramdas Ji, SGGS Ji, Ang 982) 

 

Introduction: Gurta-Gaddi of Guru Granth Sahib Ji 

Famous Sikh scholar, Bhai Kahan Singh Nabha, wrote in his book Gurmat Martand (Part I), that when 

Guru Gobind Singh Ji pronounced the Granth Sahib as Guru (Gurta-Gaddi) at Nanded in 1708, he 

added the suffix “Guru” in front of it. Thus, from 1708 the Guru Granth Sahib Ji has been referred to 

as the eternal guru of the Sikhs.  

 

Guru Manyo Granth  

McAuliffe in, The Sikh Religion as well as Syed Muhammad Latif in History of the Punjab (1891) have 

both noted Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s commandment to the Sikhs that the Guru Granth Sahib would 

succeed him as the eternal Guru after his passing. At the same time, he warned us against being 

deceived by hypocrites/impersonators who pronounced themselves as Gurus instead. 

 

Guru Gobind Singh Ji's commandment is also mentioned in Bhai Prahlaad Singh's (a contemporary 

Sikh sewak of Guru Ji’s time) Rehitnama, and later, Giani Gian Singh’s Twarikh Guru Khalsa and Ratan 

Singh Bhangu’s Panth Parkash:  

ਆਵਗਆ ਭਈ ਅਕਾਲ ਕੀ ਤਬੀ ਿਲਾਇਓ ਪੰਥ । ਸਭ ਵਸਖਨ ਕੋ ਹਕੁਰ ਹੈ ਗੁਰ ੂਰਾਵਨਯੋ ਗਿੰਥ । 

Agya Bhai Akal Ki Tabhi Chalayo Panth, Sabh Sikhan ko Hukam hai Guru Manyo Granth. 

 

The above line is also enshrined in the Ardas. Thus, in no uncertain terms, Guru Gobind Singh Ji 

communicated to Sikhs to take the Guru Granth Sahib as their eternal Guru upon his passing.  

 

First Hukum after Gurta-Gaddi (Guruship) 

The first Hukamnama recited from Guru Granth Sahib Ji after its installation as the eternal Guru was 

from a shabad by Guru Arjan Sahib Ji: 

 

ਖੁਵਲਆ ਕਰਰੁ ਵਕਿਪਾ ਭਈ ਠਾਕੁਰ ਕੀਰਤਨੁ ਹਵਰ ਹਵਰ ਗਾਈ ॥ ਸਿਰੁ ਥਾਕਾ ਪਾਏ ਵਬਸਿਾਰਾ ਵਰਵਿ ਗਈ ਸਗਲੀ ਧਾਈ ॥੧॥ 

Khulia karam kripa bhai thakur kirtan har har gai. Saram thaka pae bisrama mit gai sagli dhai. 

 

Good karma (actions) has dawned for me - my Lord and Master has become merciful. I sing the Kirtan 

of the Praises of the Lord, Har, Har. My struggle is ended; I have found peace and tranquillity. All my 

wanderings have ceased (Guru Arjan Sahib, SGGS Ji, Ang 1000) 

 

GURU MANYO GRANTH 

https://www.sikhiwiki.org/index.php?title=Twarikh_Guru_Khalsa&action=edit&redlink=1
https://www.sikhiwiki.org/index.php/Panth_Parkash


The shabad informs us that God is always present and never far away, and that He becomes merciful 

to us when we choose to do good actions (i.e. actions motivated by virtues and the well-being of 

nature & humanity).  

Guru Manyo Granth: What Does it Mean? 

The literal meaning of Guru Manyo Granth is that Sikhs are to accept the Granth Sahib as their guru 

and the bani in the Guru Granth Sahib as the truth revealed by the Creator. By extension, this means 

having complete trust in the Guru and accepting whatever happens in our lives without complaint and 

doubt.  It also means we live according to what is advocated in the Guru Granth Sahib. For example, 

we are counselled against keeping enmity in our hearts and bad thoughts/acts towards others. We 

are instead advised to see all as one and as ours/loved ones: 

 

ਨਾ ਕੋ ਬੈਰੀ ਨਹੀ ਵਬਗਾਨਾ ਸਗਲ ਸੰਵਗ ਹਰ ਕਉ ਬਵਨ ਆਈ ॥੧॥ 

ਜੋ ਪਿਭ ਕੀਨੋ ਸੋ ਭਲ ਰਾਵਨਓ ਏਹ ਸੁਰਵਤ ਸਾਧੂ ਤੇ ਪਾਈ ॥੨॥ 

Na ko bairi nahi bigana sagal sang ham kao ban ai. Jo parabh kino so bhal manio eh sumat sadhu te 

pai. 

 

No one is my enemy, and no one is a stranger. I get along with everyone. Whatever God does, I accept 

that as good. This is the sublime wisdom I have obtained from the Holy. (Guru Arjan Sahib, SGGS Ji, 

Ang 1299) 

 

The Guru Granth Sahib is thus replete with teachings on how we should live our lives and in so doing 

become stable & blissful despite the ups and downs of life no matter what they may be. This includes 

managing our vices like ego, lust, greed, attachment and anger as well as emotions such as fear & 

anxiety. It also shares wisdom on how to manage these and instead practice virtues (gun, changiaiya) 

in our lives everyday. Some examples of these virtues include contentment, truth, humility, daily 

reflection, compassion, patience, justice, forgiveness, moderation in life, etc which not only allow us 

to light our lives but also the lives of our near and dear ones and all those with whom we interact in 

life.  

Thus, by accepting the Guru Granth Sahib Ji as our Guru, we also promise to submit to its teachings 

and devote ourselves earnestly to practicing them. In this way, we become true devotees (Gurmukhs):  

ਗੁਣਿੰਤੀ ਸਿ ੁਪਾਇਆ ਵਤਿਸਨਾ ਤਵਜ ਵਿਕਾਰ ॥ 

Gunvanti sach paia tarisna taj vikar. 

The virtuous obtain virtues of Truth; they give up their desires for vices and corruption. (Guru 

Amardas Ji, SGGS JI, Ang 36) 

May we become His devotees by reflecting, improving on ourselves, and practicing truthful conduct 

as prescribed by Guru Granth Sahib Ji. 

 

Come learn about the gems that are in the Guru Granth Sahib. 

Join us today for Sikhi Parchar Academy’s classes - conducted in both English and Punjabi. 


