
 
 

ASPECTS OF THE LIFE OF GURU GOBIND SINGH 
 

Introduction 

Guru Gobind Singh Ji was born on 22 Dec 1666 in Patna Sahib, Bihar where he spent his first 6 years of life. 

His father was the ninth Guru of the Sikhs, Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji and his mother was Mata Gujri Ji. 

Waheguru Ji had blessed Mata Gujri with Guru Gobind Singh Ji after 32 years of marriage when she was 42 

years old and when Guru Teg Bahadur Ji was 45years old. 

Guru Gobind Singh Ji is the 10th and the last Guru in human form. He was not only a great warrior and 

strategist but also a poet, philosopher and the spiritual guide and compass of the Sikhs. In view of the 

transformational period of Indian history when he succeeded as the Guru, Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s contribution 

to Sikhi is immense. From a young age, he stood for justice, fairness and human rights of all such as the 

freedom to practice one’s own religion. These beliefs of Guruji conflicted with many aspects of the prevailing 

Mughul rule, leading to Guruji having to eventually sacrifice even his family to save the Sikh community and 

others in the subcontinent. 

Martyrdom of Guru Ji’s Father 

After seeing Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji in deep thought after a group of Kashmiri Pandits had approached and 

pleaded before him for help against pressure from the Mughals on their community to convert to Islam, Guru 

Gobind Singh Ji stepped forward and suggested to his father that there could be no one else besides Guru 

Tegh Bahadur Ji himself who could stop the tyranny and ensure the freedom of religion in the Indian 

subcontinent. Guru Gobind Singh Ji was then, all but nine years old, evidencing his traits of standing up 

against injustice, sacrifice and endurance right from a tender age. 

Having observed these qualities in his young son, before leaving for Delhi, Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji passed the 

Gurgaddi (Guru-ship) to the young Guru Gobind Singh as he was cognizant with the likely result of his mission 

to Delhi. Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji was beheaded on 24th Nov 1675 on the orders of Emperor Aurangzeb after 

failing to tempt and then coerce Guruji to embrace Islam. Guruji remained steadfast despite the torture and 

suffering inflicted on him and his Sikhs. As is often quoted of his sacrifice: ਸੀਸੁ ਦੀਆ ਪਰ ੁਸਸਰਰ ੁਨ ਦੀਆ (He laid 

down his head, but not his honour). Bani further provides wise counsel and perspective on those who oppress 

(including ourselves): 

ਕਬੀਰ ਜੋਰ ੁਕੀਆ ਸੋ ਜੁਲਮੁ ਹੈ ਲੇਇ ਜਬਾਬੁ ਖੁਦਾਇ ॥ 

Kabir zor kia so julam hai leae jabab Khudae. 

Kabeer, it is tyranny to use force; the Lord shall call you to account. 

 

ਦਫਤਰਰ ਲੇਖਾ ਨੀਕਸੈ ਮਾਰ ਮੁਹੈ ਮੁਰਹ ਖਾਇ ॥੨੦੦॥ 

Daftar lekha niksai mar muhai muhi khaye. ||200|| 

When your account is called for, your face and mouth shall be beaten. ||200|| (Bhagat Kabir, SGGS ang 1375) 

Khalsa Sajna (Formation of the Khalsa) 

Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji’s martyrdom had a profound impact on Guru Gobind Singh Ji and the psyche of the 

Sikhs over the following years. On 30th March 1699, Guru Gobind Singh Ji invited Sikhs from all over the Indian 

subcontinent to gather at Anandpur Sahib in conjunction with the festival of Vaisakhi. At the gathering, Guruji 

shocked the huge congregation when he asked for the sacrifice of five heads. The brave five Sikhs who stood 

up and offered their heads were thereafter named Panj Pyare by Guru Sahib or the Five Beloved. They 

belonged to different castes and had come from different parts of the subcontinent and from all walks of life, 

further exemplifying the Sikh idea of egalitarianism. Guru Ji initiated them as Khalsa (“the pure”) by partaking 

in the Amrit ceremony which symbolized their readiness to save humanity and eliminate cruelty even if it 

meant laying down their own lives. 



The formation of the Khalsa was therefore a significant turning point in Sikh history. In the context of a cruel 

and aggressive ruling empire, Guru Gobind Singh Ji realized the need to strengthen the community by 

infusing a greater martial spirit against the Mughals. By giving Sikh men the surname of Singh (lion) and 

women the surname of Kaur (princess), as well as requiring them to adorn the 5 Ks, Guru Ji had foresight to 

prepare Sikhs by instilling in them even more discipline (as exemplified by the 5 Ks) and standing up against 

injustice. As the previous Gurus had been guiding and building the Sikh community according to the needs 

and challenges of the times, Guru Gobind Singh Ji too continued with this endeavour on a war footing. 

Fourteen battles 

Guru Gobind Singh Sahib Ji fought 14 battles during his reign. During those times, it was said that there are 

basically three reasons behind all big battles - Zar, Zameen and Zoru – Wealth, Land or Lady. However, when 

we look at Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s 14 battles, these were engaged in to stop cruelty, tyranny and save 

humanity. Out of 14 battles, seven occurred before the formation of the Khalsa (Khalsa Sajna) and the other 

half after. 

Guru Ji’s two elder sons, Ajit Singh and Jujhar Singh, just 17 and 13 years of age respectively, attained 

martyrdom at the Battle of Chamkaur, laying down their lives for the principles of justice and humanity. Guru 

Sahib’s younger two sons, Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh, just eight and six years of age respectively, were 

executed at Sirhind after steadfastly refusing to submit to pressure to embrace Islam. To this day, in the month 

of December, Sikhs across the globe commemorate the courage and steadfastness of the four Sahibzade to 

the principles of justice, religious freedom and human dignity.  Guru Gobind Singh Ji, though losing all four 

of his young sons, continued the fight for humanity with fortitude and endurance, saying ਇਨ ਪੁਤਰਨ ਕੇ ਸਸਸ ਪਰ 

ਵਾਰ ਦੀਏ ਸੁਤ ਚਾਰ । ਚਾਰ ਮੁਏ ਤੋ ਸਕਆ ਭਇਆ ਜੀਵਤ ਕਈ ਹਜਾਰ । (I have sacrificed my four sons for these sons of mine. 

What if my four sons have become martyrs. I still have thousands of sons alive). 

Zafarnama to Emperor Aurangzeb 

The Zafarnama (“letter of victory”) was a letter Guru Gobind Singh Ji wrote in his own hand and sent to 

Aurangzeb, the Emperor of India, through Bhai Daya Singh Ji after the Battle of Chamkaur. In the Zafarnama, 

Guru Ji expressed his outrage at the breach of moral codes by Aurangzeb and his army, recounting how 

Aurangzeb and his soldiers had broken their oaths sworn upon the Quran when they promised safe passage 

to the Guru and Sikhs. Instead, an attack was launched by the much larger Mughal army on Guru Ji and his 

famished 40-man army. Despite this, Guru Ji professed his faith in God and recounted how his Sikhs continued 

to fight. He impressed upon Aurangzeb that in spite of losing most of his Sikhs in the attack, he had won a 

moral victory over the emperor who had broken his vows to God. He reiterated that despite sending a huge 

army to capture or kill the Guru, the Mughal forces did not succeed in their mission. 

Joti Jot 

Guru Gobind Singh passed away on 7 October 1708 after succumbing to stab wounds from an assassination 

attempt commissioned by Mughals at his camp in Nanded, south of India. Before breathing his last, Guru 

Gobind Singh Ji passed the Guruship to Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji and ordered all Sikhs to accept the Guru 

Granth Sahib as their Guru: ਸਭ ਸਸਿੱਖਨ ਕੋ ਹਕੁਮ ਹੈ ਗੁਰ ੂਮਾਸਨਓ ਗਰੰਥ । (Sab Sikhon ko Hukum hai Guru Maniyo Granth). 

This astute decision of Guru Ji ended the line of physical Gurus in Sikhism but in return blessed the Sikhs an 

eternal Guru in the form of Guru Granth Sahib Ji which encapsulates the teachings of Sikhi. 

Conclusion 

Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s life teaches us to keep true to Naam and virtues (e.g., compassion, justice, fighting 

against oppression, equanimity, committing oneself to good deeds and above all acceptance of Waheguru’s 

Hukam, etc) despite the hardest challenges life throws at us. His ability to stay in high spirits (chardi kala) in 

the face of difficult sacrifices is also a model for us to manage our emotions and mind no matter the ups and 

downs of life. In forming the Khalsa, he also furthered the values of egalitarianism and taught us to face the 

reality of the times with appropriate action. May we remember Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s life, and may Waheguru 

bless us all with the same strength, chardi kala and loyalty to Naam in whatever difficult circumstances we 

encounter. 


